West Stockbridge Finance Committee

February 19, 2008
Present:  William Kie, Robert Salerno, Gary Schieneman, Mike Skorput

Also Attending: Nancy Kearns, Tina Skorput
Meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.
Nancy Kearns discussed the requested increase in the Library Budget and made the following points.

· The Library Trustees spent $16,000 on new furniture for the new Library. 

· They are also planning to spend $7,000 this year for automation to include the library in the C/W Mars program.

· The increase in librarian’s salary is reasonable; particularly considering the previous librarian’s pay was below comparable town’s librarian’s wages. (Mike Skorput said that the new level is comparable to New Marlborough’s librarian.)

· The assistant’s costs are to cover vacation time by the librarian and planned expanded programs.
· The new library has had both increased visits and “stay time” by patrons, increased use by seniors and now other groups such as the book club and knitting club.

· The library is also planning to increase the programs offered to patrons. . 
Tina Skorput presented the Town Clerk’s budget requests. Mike Skorput recused himself from the discussion. The following points were raised:
· Voting Machines – They are required to be automated in three years. The Sec. of State will pay for the capital; the town will have to pay for the maintenance.

· Street List – Increase due to the postal increase

· Town Clerk Expense – Increase in postage for other items

The Town accountant salary increase has not been approved by the Selectmen. The Selectmen has asked for documentation justifying the increase.
Billy Kie reported that he spoke with a representative for the fuel tanks discussed at the last meeting. The cost for a 4,000 gallon tank is estimated to be $16,000 each, exclusive of the metering system. Billy will provide his information to Curt Wilton. 

Fin Com requests that the budget sheets be redesigned next year to include prior year’s actual amounts, the actual to date and projected year end spend for this year.  The budget sheets should also be distributed earlier next year so the departmental reviews can begin in January.
Fin Com will review the requests and vote on them along with the other missing line items and the complete budget in the next meeting. That meeting will be a joint meeting with the Selectmen on March 11, 2008 at 6:30 in the Town Offices.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.  
